
  
 

MOORE COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

Business Meeting 
May 23, 2011 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
The Moore County Board of Education met at the Central Office in Carthage on Monday, May 23, 2011, 
at 5:00 pm for the annual evaluation of the superintendent.  
 
The following Board members were present: 
 

Laura K. Lang, Chair 
Dr. Lorna C. Clack, Vice-Chair 
Bruce Cunningham, Jr. 
Ed M. Dennison 
Kathy C. Farren 
Charles R. Lambert 
Enola G. Lineberger 

 
Others present included Superintendent Dr. Susan R. Purser, Cathy McRae and Board Attorney Ann 
Majestic. 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. The Chair called for approval of the agenda. Kathy 
Farren presented a motion to move the Board Action Item to appear before going into Closed Session. 
Dr. Lorna Clack presented a second and the motion carried. Upon a motion by Ed Dennison and a 
second by Dr. Lorna Clack, the Board Agenda for May 23, 2011, was approved as amended. 
 
Upon a motion by Kathy Farren and a second by Charles Lambert, the voted to approve the following 
“Resolution of Appreciation” to Dr. Larry Upchurch for presentation to him at the Board Meeting on 
June 13, 2011. 
 

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION 
TO 

DR. LARRY V. UPCHURCH 
 
 

WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch has distinguished himself through the honorable service and outstanding 
leadership he has provided as a dedicated employee of  Moore County Schools for the past 40 years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch, while still a teenage student at North Moore High School, was entrusted 
with the role of bus driver; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch, upon graduation from high school went on to earn his bachelor of 
science degree from Appalachian State University, a master’s degree from The University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro and a doctorate from Campbell University; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch began his lengthy and distinguished career in public education in Moore 
County in 1971, and joined the Moore County Schools as a young, energetic and skillful educator, serving 
first as a school counselor and administrative assistant; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch went on to serve the school district as a middle school history teacher 
and coach at Southern Pines Middle School from 1972 until 1973, and, later, at North Moore High School 
from 1973 until 1981; and 



 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch was promoted to serve as assistant principal at Southern Pines 

Middle School from 1981 until 1982 and, later, at North Moore High School from 1982 until 1984; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch assumed the role of principal at his alma mater, North Moore High 

School, serving from 1984 until 1988; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch assumed the role of assistant superintendent in 1988, beginning in 

personnel services and ultimately serving as deputy superintendent; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch lead the establishment of a prioritized, paced curriculum with 

benchmark assessments delivered through a learning-focused instructional model; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch assisted in the development of the framework that became the First 

Step initiative, a collaborative with Sandhills Community College to provide students the opportunity to 
complete one semester of college credit during high school; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch has actively served his community having served on the boards of 

directors for the Kiwanis Club of the Sandhills, Communities in Schools, High Falls Fire and Rescue, Sandhills 
Children’s Center, Moore County Literacy Council, the Moore County chapter of the Red Cross and United Way 
of Moore County; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch, through his untiring efforts and his passion for public education has 

helped lead Moore County Schools towards its vision of growing to greatness; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch was instrumental in the development of a comprehensive facilities 

master plan including the responsible expenditure of the community’s bond referendum funds; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch is a loving and loyal family man with a deep devotion to his wife 

Nina, and his two wonderful children, Lauren and Will; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dr. Larry V. Upchurch has served in various leadership roles at High Falls United Methodist 

Church; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Moore County Board of Education, on behalf of the 
grateful citizens of Moore County, and especially its youth and educators, expresses its deep appreciation to Dr. 
Larry V. Upchurch for an outstanding 40-year career in public education, and especially for his dedicated and 
devoted service which have enabled the Moore County Schools to become a leader in the promotion of 
educational excellence; 

 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be spread upon the permanent Minutes of the 

Moore County Board of Education, with a copy presented to Dr. Larry V. Upchurch and one copy to each of his 
children, in appreciation for their father’s service, and as symbolic representatives of the many thousands of 
children educated under his leadership whose lives are better because of this great gentleman, educator, and 
friend.  

 
 

ADOPTED by unanimous vote of the Moore County Board of Education on May 23, 2011. 
 

 

 

____________________________       ____________________________ 
Laura K. Lang, Board of Education Chair       Dr. Susan R. Purser, Superintendent 



 
 
Dr. Lorna Clack presented the following motion for the Board to go into closed session: “I move that the 
Board go into closed session for the following purpose: "to consider confidential personnel matters as 
provided in N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) and 115C-319 and to consult with the Board of Education attorney 
and preserve the attorney-client privilege as provided in N.C.G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3).  Ed Dennison 
presented a second and the motion carried. 
 
The Board returned to open session and the meeting was adjourned. The Board will meet again on  
June 6, 2011, to complete the Superintendent’s Annual Evaluation. 
 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Laura K. Lang, Chair 
       Moore County Board of Education 
 

 
 
_________________________________ 
Dr. Susan R. Purser, Superintendent 
Secretary to the Board 


